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President’s Corner – Jack Skaggs 

As we come closer to the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas holidays, I want to wish all 

of you that have served this great country 

allowing me to enjoy freedom.  Even 

though our 2008 Veteran’s Day has passed, 

my Thanks for your efforts are enduring.   

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! 

In our last Quarterly Social Mr. Craig 

Spohn, Executive Director of the Cyber 

Innovation Center (CIC) presented an 

extremely educational and informational 

briefing on the future of CIC.  How it will 

affect our community economically, but 

more importantly the huge impact it places 

on the security of our nation.  I believe 

everyone that attended was very impressed.  

Mr. Spohn and the CIC are AFA 

Community Partners. 

During this past quarter we gained 9 new 

AFA Members from the 2
nd

 BW and 917
th
 

Wing and we are extremely pleased to have 

them on board to promote the AFA and its 

efforts to support the military on Capital 

Hill and at home.  With a new 

Administration coming into office in 

Washington D.C. our voice and the voices 

of our counterparts such as AFSA, MOAA, 

VFW, & the American Legion, just to 

name a few are paramount in protecting the 

men and women that have served, are 

serving and will serve.  Now, I believe, 

more than ever, involvement is a necessity!   

Have a great Holiday Season and please 

feel free to contact any of our board 

members to get involved.   Your opinions 

make a difference.  Take Care!  Jack 

Skaggs 

 

September Quarterly Social – By Tony Wolf 

Just of a note to those of you who missed our last Quarterly Social.  Craig 

Spohn, Executive Director of the Cyber Innovation Center (CIC), located in 

Bossier City, Louisiana, just North of Barksdale AFB, was our guest speaker 

and he gave a very interesting talk about the goals and purpose of the center.   

 
Craig Spohn, Director of CIC with Jack Skaggs, Chapter 159 President 

 

The center is a public/private initiative whose mission is to support research, 

educational and technological advancement for the cyber mission.  Also, the 

center will establish and foster collaboration and strategic alliances between 

governmental agencies, private industry and academic institutions. 

Many private sector companies will be directly involved with the center and 

have already reserved floor space.  Louisiana Tech University, LSU 

Shreveport and Bossier Parish Community College, all within a sixty (60) mile 

radius of the center, will be a big  plus.  The academic sector is going to be 

working closely with the center.  If all goes as planned, this is going  to be 

quite a Research Park.  The Ark-La-Tex is elated knowing the benefits this 

will bring to our area.  

 

 

 

http://www.afa159.org/


 

The Eighth Air Force Historical Society (8AFHS)   
By Ivan L. McKinney, ex-President 

The 8AFHS was formed in 1975 by 

original 8AF pilot Lt. Col. John 

Woolnough.  The purpose was, and is, to 

perpetuate the legacy of the original WW 

II 8
th

 Air Force, the “Greatest Air Armada 

of All Time,” by honoring the past and by 

looking toward the future.  350,000 

Americans served in the original 8
th

 AF, 

stationed at over 55 airbases in England.  Of those who served, 

26,000 were killed in action and an additional 28,000 were 

prisoners of war.  The main offensive weapons were B-17, B-24, 

P-47, P-51 and P-38 aircraft 

   
The Society today has over 10,000 members and chapters all over 

the U.S. and also in England.  These chapters and units conduct 

various social and patriotic events, and the National 8AFHS holds 

an annual Reunion, honoring not only the old WW II vets, but also 

bestowing honor annually to the current active duty 8AFHS crew 

of the year (Ira Eaker Trophy) and to the maintenance member of 

the year (Pursuit of Excellence Trophy).  The 8AFHS also 

produces a very high-quality quarterly magazine for members, the 

8
th
 AF News. 

I have been privileged to be a Board Member of this organization 

for the past nine years, five of these years as National Treasurer 

and the last three as President.  You may contact me for further 

information at my home phone, 742-0895.  The 8AF Historical 

Society web page is:   http://www.8thafhs.org   

 

 

December Quarterly Social 
The December Christmas Quarterly Social will be 

held on December 19
th

 at the Barksdale Club with 

cocktails at 1800 and dinner at 1900.  Details and a 

Reservation Request form is printed on the back of 

this newsletter. 

__________________________________________ 

Air Force Memorial eStore 
The Air Force Memorial new eStore is now online at 

http://www.airforcememorial.net   As we 

approach the holiday season, there are a lot of items 

you can order as gifts and help the AFA in the 

process. 

 

New Law Authorizes Veterans’ 

Salutes during National Anthem 
Veterans and active-duty military not in uniform can 

now render the military-style hand salute during the 

playing of the national anthem, thanks to changes in 

federal law that took effect this year. 

 
“The military salute is a unique gesture of respect 

that marks those who have served in our nation’s 

armed forces,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

Dr. James B. Peake. “This provision allows the 

application of that honor in all events involving our 

nation’s flag.” 

The new provision improves upon a little known 

change in federal law last year that authorized 

veterans to render the military-style hand salute 

during the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, 

but it did not address salutes during the national 

anthem.  Last year’s provision also applied to 

members of the armed forces while not in uniform. 

 

BUFFs Coverage on Alaska: B-52H bombers arriving from Anderson AFB, Guam, and 

Barksdale AFB, La., joined forces in the skies over Alaska earlier this month to practice attacks on 

mock targets during the most recent Red Flag-Alaska exercise. RF-A 09-1 ran from Oct. 2-17, with 

flying operations over the Pacific Alaskan Range Complex. The B-52s flew non-stop 23-hour (from 

Andersen) and 18-hour (from Barksdale) missions to the PARC, refueled along the way by KC-135s from McConnell 

AFB, Kan. Once over the PARC, the B-52s dropped their simulated bomb loads and, together with their F-16 escorts from 

Kunsan AB, South Korea, defended themselves against mock enemy fighters played by F-16s of the 18th Aggressor 

Squadron based at Eielson AFB, Alaska. The B-52s that participated from Andersen belong to the 23rd Expeditionary 

Bomb Squadron deployed to the Pacific island on a rotational stint from their home at Minot AFB, N.D. The Barksdale B-

52s are with the 96th Bomb Squadron. (Eielson report by SrA. Jonathan Snyder)  (Reprinted from AFA Daily Report of 

October 28, 2008) 
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Freedom's Hill  
by James Ebb Huggins, Jr. 

AFA Chapter159 Secretary 

There is a place called Freedom's Hill - where all God's children go  

To be with Him and His - a place with much love to show.  

It's located is in the minds of those - who respect what's right and wrong  

And may be seen by listening to - the Angel of Truth and Justice's song. 

Sometimes it's made of sand and soil - like many other hills.  

With grass, and trees, and flowers - covering it's rocks and rills.  

Where birds sing in the Dogwood Trees - and mighty eagles fly  

Among the clouds high above - in Freedom's Hill's blue sky.  

Sometimes it's made of blood, sweat, and tears - and the bodies of many good men  

Who gave their all so there might be - a window to let the sweet breeze of Freedom in.  

It wasn't an easy thing to do - sacrifices were required before they were through,  

But they proudly gave and will give again - when freedom is denied me and you.  

Sometimes the Hill is made of rubble - from buildings that have been torn apart  

By a terrorist's evil doings - acts that tears away at a freedom loving person's heart.  

Shall there always be heroes to rise to the occasion - to climb to the top of the heap,  

And plant the seed of freedom - for you and me to nurture and keep.  

There will always be a place to go - as long as good men rise to the call,  

And do the things that must be done - to preserve freedom for all,  

So that birds may sing in the Dogwood trees - and eagles fly among clouds that are still,  

  In a home God has made for His children - a place called Freedom's Hill.  

 

 

 

 

Louisiana Wants Both Commands  

The Bayou State's Congressional delegation wants the Air Force to know that Barksdale Air Force Base is the logical 

choice for its new nuclear command and should retain already-in-place cyber components whether as a numbered air force 

or major command. In an Oct. 20 letter to Air Force Secretary Michael Donley, Sen. Mary Landrieu (D) noted that 

Barksdale, home to one of USAF's B-52 wings, is a "prime location in the strategic bomber force" and is "extremely well-

positioned to take the leadership role" in the new nuclear command. Sen. David Vitter (R) and Rep. Jim McCrery (R) also 

signed the letter, which noted, too, that Barksdale "has the necessary infrastructure to make it a cost-effective choice." In 

an earlier statement following the announcement that the Air Force would not create a major command for cyber 

operations, Landrieu acknowledged the service was going through "an organizational rough patch," but she said that 

despite "immediate organizational needs, the threat of cyber attack will not diminish." She said the Louisiana delegation 

would continue to push for a cyber major command to be located at Barksdale. For now, at least, it would appear 

Barksdale has a leg up because Landrieu said, "I have received assurances from the Secretary that the cyber components 

already located at Barksdale will remain in place." (Reprinted from AFA Daily Report of October 22, 2008) 
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We are especially proud of our 

AFA Community Partners 
They support us and we should support them! 

 
 

Leone Shoe Shop - Dick Whittington 

2412 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-221-0723 

Ernest's Orleans Restaurant Ernest Palmisano 

1601 Spring Street 

Shreveport, LA 71101 

318-226-1325 

Woolman Enterprises - Gerry Woolman 

5721 Shoreline Dr. 

Shreveport, LA 71119 

318-635-7689 

Cyber Innovation Center - Craig Spohn 

6220 E. Texas St.  

Bossier City, LA 71111 

866-380-2746 

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/ 

 

McVicar and Son Printers - Matthew McVicar 

1226 Shreveport Barksdale Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71105 

318-219-9963 

Roadrunner Car Wash – Walter Smith 

2615 Youree Drive 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

861-7660 

 

Starbase Louisiana - Kathy Brandon 

1000 Davis Avenue East 

Barksdale AFB, LA 71110 

456-1315 

http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana 

 

OK Cleaners - Ernest Demopulos 

127 E. Kings Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-868-5417 

Chianti's – Enrico Giacalone 

6535 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71115 

318-868-8866 

John Gibbs Roof Systems - John Gibbs 

P. O. Box 6384 

Bossier City, LA 71111 

318-747-3571 

 

Dr Walter Schneider, DDS 

50 Briar Hollow, Suite 150W 

Houston, TX 77027 

 

Johnson’s Furniture – Chris Johnson 

921 West Gate Dr. 

Bossier City, LA 71112 

318-742-1621 

____________________________________________________________ 
Membership Directory 
Find old friends who may be AFA members in the online directory. Most AFA members are listed here (not those that 

requested to be excluded). You can view your own listing and determine what you want to display to other AFA members 

or to have no listing at all.  

NOTE: This information is NOT available to the public, only to other AFA members in good standing. 

 
Check it out at:   http://www.memberconnections.com/AFA/  

 

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/
http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana
http://www.memberconnections.com/AFA/


 

New Newsletter Procedures 
In the last newsletter, we published the following to survey the membership to see what options they preferred.  

If you replied to that survey, then you do not need to take any further action.  If you did not reply to the survey, 

we request that you let us know what option you prefer.  

 

The AFA has approved new procedures for publishing Chapter newsletters.  These are: 

Option 1 – Chapters must distribute a copy of the newsletter to each chapter member each quarter via email or 

regular mail.   

Option 2 – Once a year, send all members the newsletter via email or regular mail and in this yearly newsletter 

solicit email addresses to keep the chapter listing up to date and ask those members desiring a hard/paper copy 

to notify the chapter accordingly.  For the remaining three quarterly newsletters, chapter newsletter would be 

distributed electronically except for those members that had requested a hard/paper copy.  Electronic 

distribution means an email telling the member that the newsletter is posted on the chapter web page with a link 

to retrieve the newsletter.  If a member does not provide an email address or ask for a paper/hard copy, no 

newsletter will be provided to them until the following year’s annual communication. 

 

The ARK-LA-TEX Chapter 159 will gradually phase into the new procedures as follows:  

For the September and December newsletter, all members will receive a copy via regular mail and for those that 

have an email address on file with AFA will also receive an email with instructions on how to retrieve the 

newsletter online.  The newsletter may be viewed online at www.afa159.org  and will be in a PDF file.  All 

computers should be able to open the file, if not instructions will be given in the email on how to obtain a free 

version of Acrobat Reader which will allow you to open the file.  Each member is requested to fill out the below 

form and select your newsletter preferences. 

 

Members that can receive emails are encouraged to select Option 1 as it will reduce our printing and mailing 

costs and that savings can be used to promote additional Chapter programs in the Ark-La-Tex area.  Email 

addresses will not be used for any other purposes unless you state otherwise in the form below. 

   

 

------------------------------------------------------Clip and mail or send email----------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Chapter 159 Newsletter Request Form 

 
Name: ________________________ 

Street Address   __________________________   City____________________  State____   Zip_________ 

E-Mail Address _____________________________________ 

Please circle one of the following options: 

Option 1 - Electronic copy via email   

Option 2 - Printed copy via US mail   

Option 3 - Printed copy via US mail and a electronic email copy 

Would you like to receive emails about other Chapter events?                      Yes     No    (Circle one) 

 

Please clip and mailed to:  Gordon Ward, 219 Walnut Lane, Bossier City, LA 71111 or send email to 

gordon@ward.org and in the email state what option is requested. 

 

 

http://www.afa159.org/
mailto:gordon@ward.org


 

Reservation Request 
 

AFA Chapter 159 Quarterly Social 
Barksdale Club                                                         

Friday, December 19, 2008 – Cocktails 1800, Dinner 1900 
Send (before December 15th) to: Dick Kittler, 2522 Spruce Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111 

Phone:  746-1796 

 

Your Name: _________________________   Phone #:____________  Guest:__________________ 

 

Menu:  Prime Rib Au Jus – Roasted New Potatoes, Italian Blend Vegetables 

       Salad and Strawberry Crepes 

     

    I have Barksdale AFB Entry Privileges:  (   ) Yes   (   ) NO  ***  Important: 
If you checked ñNoò, please enter Barksdale AFB thru the NORTH GATE 

Cost per person: Check box - 5member: $24.72   5non-member $26.72 

 
Check for $________ is enclosed, or, please charge my (  ) Visa or (  ) MasterCard   $_________ 

#__________________________________, expiration date_______________ 

Signature__________________________________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Clip & Mail- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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