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President’s Corner  

 A belated Happy New Year to all!  Since 

our last Mission Brief - Christmas 08 and 

New Year’s 09 have come and gone.  A 

new administration is running Our 

Country, but your local ArkLaTex AFA 

Chapter #159 remains steady in its 

purpose.  With the support of our National 

AFA, we continue to provide support to 

many of our community High School’s Air 

Force JROTC programs with National 

Aerospace Award packages.  Each package 

contains a medal, ribbon and certificate of 

excellent for cadets that have aspired 

during the 08-09 school year.  As of today, 

ten high schools from Ruston, LA to 

Alexandria, LA to Shreveport/Bossier City 

have requested inclusion into this 

prestigious award’s program.  With your 

support of the AFA, these fine Airmen of 

the future are rewarded for their 

conscientious efforts.  So, thanks to our 

Members and Community Partners for 

making these awards possible. 

 

Speaking of Community Partners, each of 

you continues to play an enormous role 

with your support.  For instance, one of our 

Community Partners, Craig Spohn and the 

Cyber Innovation Center in conjunction 

with the Louisiana Economic Development 

group placed a full page advertisement in 

the February 2009 edition (page 57) of 

AFA’s own Air Force Magazine about 

their upcoming Collaboration in 

Cyberspace Seminar to be held June 16-19, 

2009 at the Shreveport Convention Center.  

That’s awesome support by one of our 

Partners, not only participating on the local 

level but on the national stage as well.  

Also, I would like to welcome our newest 

Community Partner, Roger Moore and 

Gateway Tire and Service for joining our 

illustrious group of Partners.  

 

Continued on page 2 

A Legacy of Service  
The Ivan L. McKinney family of Bossier City, LA, continues the legacy of 

military service begun by Ivan’s father, now deceased, who served in France 

during WW I as an infantryman.  Ivan is a retired Air Force Lt Col, having 

served for 27 years as an enlisted man and as an officer.  He was an air traffic 

controller and a navigator who accumulated more than 4,000 hours in aerial 

refueling aircraft (KC-97 and KC-135), as well as a staff officer in various 

fields and a Commander.   

 
L – R, Lt Col Ivan McKinney (USAF Ret), Major Blaine McKinney (USAF Ret), Air 

Force Academy Cadet Second Class Austin McKinney, and to-be West Point Class of 

2013, Connor McKinney. 

 

His son, Blaine, lives in Canton, MI, and flies out of Wayne Airport as a 

Boeing 757 Captain for Northwest Airlines.  He retired as a Major from the 

Air Force Reserve after 15 year’s service, accumulating over 4,000 hours as a 

pilot of aerial refueling aircraft (KC-135 and KC-10).  Blaine’s eldest son, 

Austin, is a junior at the Air Force Academy and is currently ranked #1 in his 

class of over 1,000 cadets.  Blaine’s next eldest son, Connor, is a high school 

Senior, and he will be entering West Point this summer as a freshman cadet.  

Ivan says that he is very proud of the fact that five of his six sons served our 

country in the military, with two of the five serving until retirement.  Ivan’s 

last Assignment was as a staff officer at 8
th

 Air Force Headquarters, from 

which he retired almost 33 years ago.  He and his wife of almost 55 years, 

Mary, have made Bossier City, LA, their home since Air Force retirement.  

Ivan has been a Board Member of AFA’s Ark-LA-Tex Chapter 159 for over 

25 years. 

 

 

 

http://www.afa159.org/


President’s Corner - Continued 

 

Thanks to all of you for helping the 

AFA continue to be the “Force behind 

the Force” with the resources we need 

to recognize and support our Active 

Duty, Guard, Reserve and ROTC 

members. 

 

Until next time, take care, enjoy the 

Mardi Gras season and may you have a 

glorious Easter!  We look forward to 

seeing you at our next Quarterly Social 

in March.  Take Care, Jack Skaggs  

 

Update Your Email Address With 

AFA 

The Ark-La-Tex Chapter needs your 

email address to more efficiently 

inform all members of current 

newsletter and events.  Many members 

do not have an email on file at AFA or 

their email address is not valid due to a 

change of email address.  To update 

your email address or any other 

information, go to 
www.afa.org/AboutUs/members/address.asp  

 

You will need your AFA membership 

number and if you have misplaced it, 

send email to gordon@ward.org and in 

the email subject, type Request 

Membership Number. 
A  

Active  

AFA Pitzenbarger Awards by CMSGT Rhonda Miller 

 

On 13 November 2008, I representative the AFA at the Community 

College of the Air Force graduation ceremony at the Barksdale AFB 

Theater.  There were 127 Active Duty and 20 Reservists recognized for 

their academic achievement with the award of an Associate’s Degree.  It 

is always a great experience to look out from the stage and see the 

graduates faces ranging from the very young Airmen, who have just 

joined the military, to the more seasoned Air Force Non-commissioned 

Officers, with vast amounts of experience and then to look beyond them 

to the proud families, friends and co-workers.  An individual’s 

graduation from the Community College of the Air Force is a significant 

step in their lives not just their Air Force career.  The degree is a 

stepping stone not only for those seeking higher degrees, but those 

expanding their job knowledge and those with future plans outside the 

military.  Following the presentation of the graduation certificates, I was 

honored to present the AFA Pitsenbarger Award to five outstanding 

enlisted personnel.  As you know this award is named in memory A1C 

William H. Pitsenbarger, a pararescueman who was killed during the 

Vietnam War while aiding an infantry unit, however, did you know that 

it is a $500 grant from AFA?  As each of the winners were announced I 

asked what they were going to do with the money and they each said 

they are going to use it to further their education. These five Airmen are 

highly dedicated and motivated and make me proud to be in the United 

States Air Force.  The November 2008 Pitsenbarger Award Winners 

were:  SSgt Joseph Chastain, 2
nd

 Maintenance Operations Squadron, 

SrA Gary Borden, 2
nd

 Munitions Squadron, SSgt Darren Sample, 608
th

 

Air & Space Operations Center, MSgt Tina Martinez, 2
nd

 Forward 

Support Squadron, and SSgt Latoya Bolton, 2
nd

 Operations Support 

Squadron.  

The $500 grant that each airman received comes from funds that are 

donated to the National AFA by AFA members, friends and businesses.  

Those who donate become members of the AFA Wings Club.   For 

more information about the Wings Club, go to: 

http://www.afa.org/aef/wngsclb/cntrbtrs.asp  

 

March Quarterly Social 
The March Quarterly Social will be held on March 28

th
 at the Barksdale Club with cocktails at 1800 and dinner 

at 1900.  Our guest speaker will be Major Randy Green, Commander of the 165
th

 Combat Sustainment Battalion 

based in Bossier City.  The Battalion recently returned from a tour in Iraq.  Details and a Reservation Request 

form are printed on the back of this newsletter. 

Quotable Quotes –  

Hitler built a fortress around Europe, but he forgot to put a roof on it.  By Franklin D. 

Roosevelt 

Not to have an adequate air force in the present state of the world is to compromise the 

foundations of national freedom and independence.  By Winston Churchill, House of Commons, 14 

March 1933. 

http://www.afa.org/AboutUs/members/address.asp
mailto:gordon@ward.org
http://www.afa.org/aef/wngsclb/cntrbtrs.asp


 

Bossier Parish Flight Simulator Laboratory by M/Sgt Brett Barrow (USAF Ret) 

The Flight Simulator course was started in 1968, with Lt Col. Ray Christy (USAF, Ret.) as the first instructor.  

The objective of the course was to give students an appreciation for the challenge of aerospace; to learn how 

airplanes fly, and help support and defend our nation.  The program designed as an introduction to the Air Force 

Junior ROTC program to give eighth grade students an opportunity to see what JROTC can offer them in High 

School.  The program started with a B-25 simulator (P3A Curtis Wright Dehmel) and was used until 1984 and 

is currently on display at the 8
th

 AF Museum.   The program has evolved into the current ATC-610 simulator, 

which simulates the Cessna 182 aircraft.  In the past 40 years there has been four instructors Lt. Col Christy 

(USAF, Ret) 1968 to 1979, CMSgt Jim Blackmon (USAF, Ret.) 1980 to 1987, SMSgt Martin Bourgeois, Jr., 

(USAF, Ret.) 1987 to 2007 and MSgt Brett Barrow (USAF, Ret.)  2007 to present.  Over 41,000 Bossier Parish 

eighth graders have completed the program over the years and many of the former students now have children 

and grandchildren going through the course.  Throughout the school year the Aerospace trailer is moved 

between eight Bossier Parish Middle schools where all the eighth grades students attend the course.   The course 

takes the place of science for 12 academic days, where they are taught history of flight, space exploration, flight 

fundamentals, instrument and control then how to fly the ATC-610 flight simulator.  The next phase is hands on 

where they receive a practice and flight test on the simulator.  The students are given two tests worth 100 points 

that counts toward their science grade, a knowledge test and hand on test.  To recognize the students that excel, 

an awards assembly is conducted for the students and parents.  Students with a 97% or higher average are given 

a certificate and inducted into the Flight Simulator Hall of Fame.  The top three students are awarded 

medallions (Gold, Silver, and Bronze), and the top student is given a perpetual plaque displayed at the school 

along with an individual plaque to be taken home.   The plaques and medallions are generously supported by the 

Air Force Association and AFA ArkLaTex Chapter 159.  A member of the Chapter attends the awards assembly 

and awards the top prizes.  The Air Force Association has supported the program since its inception and has 

contributed to keeping the program alive and strong.  Col. Bill Cocke (USAF, Ret) and Lt. Col. James Huggins 

(USAF, Ret) have attended the assembly over the last few years and have truly inspired the students and 

parents.  As the current instructor I would like to thank the Air Force Association for all the support throughout 

the years to the program and to our country. THANKS.  

 

Reservists to the Forefront of BUFF Training - from AFA Daily Report of February 12, 2009 

 

Air Force Reserve Command’s 93
rd

 Bomb Squadron at Barksdale AFB, La., is assuming 

the lead for B-52H training under a shift underway in the B-52 fleet. Currently a combat-

coded unit, the squadron is transitioning to the B-52 formal training unit, or schoolhouse, 

Col. Edmund Walker, commander of the AFRC’s 917
th

 Wing, the squadron’s parent unit, 

told the Daily Report. The squadron’s aircraft complement is expected to grow from eight 

to 16 by around this summer, with the new assets transferring over from Barksdale’s active duty 2
nd

 Bomb 

Wing, said Walker. As part of the change, the 2
nd

 BW’s 11
th

 BS, the current B-52 FTU, will become an active 

associate to the 93
rd

 BS. It will no longer operate its own aircraft. Instead, its aircrews will work in the 

schoolhouse under the operational direction of the 93
rd

 BS. And, on the maintenance side, airmen of the 2
nd

 BW 

will work under the Reserve wing’s maintenance group to keep the training aircraft flying. Walker also said 

Reservist aircrews will form a Reserve associate with the 2
nd

 BW. These Reservists will participate in the 

conventional and the nuclear-related activities of the active duty wing. They will also deploy with the B-52s.  

 

 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/3k3k7uk/1pz29
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/3k3k7uk/1pz3a
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/3k3k7uk/1pz18


 

    

We are especially proud of our 

AFA Community Partners 
They support us and we should support them! 

 
 

Leone Shoe Shop - Dick Whittington 

2412 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-221-0723 

Ernest's Orleans Restaurant Ernest Palmisano 

1601 Spring Street 

Shreveport, LA 71101 

318-226-1325 

Woolman Enterprises - Gerry Woolman 

5721 Shoreline Dr. 

Shreveport, LA 71119 

318-635-7689 

Cyber Innovation Center - Craig Spohn 

6220 E. Texas St.  

Bossier City, LA 71111 

866-380-2746 

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/ 

 

McVicar and Son Printers - Matthew McVicar 

1226 Shreveport Barksdale Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71105 

318-219-9963 

Roadrunner Car Wash – Walter Smith 

2615 Youree Drive 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

861-7660 

 

Starbase Louisiana - Kathy Brandon 

1000 Davis Avenue East 

Barksdale AFB, LA 71110 

456-1315 

http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana 

 

OK Cleaners - Ernest Demopulos 

127 E. Kings Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-868-5417 

Chianti's – Enrico Giacalone 

6535 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71115 

318-868-8866 

John Gibbs Roof Systems - John Gibbs 

P. O. Box 6384 

Bossier City, LA 71111 

318-747-3571 

 

Dr Walter Schneider, DDS 

50 Briar Hollow, Suite 150W 

Houston, TX 77027 

 

Johnson’s Furniture – Chris Johnson 

921 West Gate Dr. 

Bossier City, LA 71112 

318-742-1621 

____________________________________________________________ 
Membership Directory 
Find old friends who may be AFA members in the online directory. Most AFA members are listed here (not those that 

requested to be excluded). You can view your own listing and determine what you want to display to other AFA members 

or to have no listing at all.  

NOTE: This information is NOT available to the public, only to other AFA members in good standing. 

 
Check it out at:   http://www.memberconnections.com/AFA/  

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/
http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana
http://www.memberconnections.com/AFA/


 
 

New Newsletter Procedures 
In the last two newsletters, we published the following to survey the membership to see what options they 

preferred.  If you replied to that survey, then you do not need to take any further action.  Due to limited 

response from the membership, we are making a final request for members to let us know what option you 

prefer so that the Chapters officers can make a determination on what is the best course of action to take. 

 

The AFA has approved new procedures for publishing Chapter newsletters.  These are: 

Option 1 – Chapters must distribute a copy of the newsletter to each chapter member each quarter via email or 

regular mail.   

Option 2 – Once a year, send all members the newsletter via email or regular mail and in this yearly newsletter 

solicit email addresses to keep the chapter listing up to date and ask those members desiring a hard/paper copy 

to notify the chapter accordingly.  For the remaining three quarterly newsletters, chapter newsletter would be 

distributed electronically except for those members that had requested a hard/paper copy.  Electronic 

distribution means an email telling the member that the newsletter is posted on the chapter web page with a link 

to retrieve the newsletter.  If a member does not provide an email address or ask for a paper/hard copy, no 

newsletter will be provided to them until the following year’s annual communication. 

  

For the March newsletter, all members will receive a copy via regular mail and for those that have an email 

address on file with AFA will also receive an email with instructions on how to retrieve the newsletter online.  

The newsletter may be viewed online at www.afa159.org  and will be in a PDF file.  All computers should be 

able to open the file: if not, instructions will be given in the email on how to obtain a free version of Acrobat 

Reader which will allow you to open the file.  Each member is requested to fill out the below form and select 

your newsletter preferences. 

 

Members that can receive emails are encouraged to select Option 1 as it will reduce our printing and mailing 

costs and that savings can be used to promote additional Chapter programs in the Ark-La-Tex area.  Email 

addresses will not be used for any other purposes unless you state otherwise in the form below. 

   

 

------------------------------------------------------Clip and mail or send email----------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Chapter 159 Newsletter Request Form 

 
Name: ________________________ 

Street Address   __________________________   City____________________  State____   Zip_________ 

E-Mail Address _____________________________________ 

Please circle one of the following options: 

Option 1 - Electronic copy via email   

Option 2 - Printed copy via US mail   

Option 3 - Printed copy via US mail and a electronic email copy 

Would you like to receive emails about other Chapter events?                      Yes     No    (Circle one) 

 

Please clip and mailed to:  Gordon Ward, 219 Walnut Lane, Bossier City, LA 71111 or send email to 

gordon@ward.org and in the email state what option is requested. 

 

http://www.afa159.org/
mailto:gordon@ward.org


 

Reservation Request 
 

AFA Chapter 159 Quarterly Social 
Barksdale Club                                                         

Saturday, March 28, 2009 – Cocktails 1800, Dinner 1900 
Send (before March 21st) to: Dick Kittler, 2522 Spruce Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111 

Phone:  746-1796 

 

Your Name: _________________________   Phone #:____________  Guest:__________________ 

 

Menu:  Chicken Breast Coq Au Vin; Parsley Buttered Potatoes; California Medley  

              Vegetables, with Bread Pudding with sauce for dessert. 

     

    I have Barksdale AFB Entry Privileges:  (   ) Yes   (   ) NO  ***  Important: 

If you checked ñNoò, please enter Barksdale AFB thru the NORTH GATE 

Cost per person: Check box - 5member: $22.95   5non-member $24.95 

 
Check for $________ is enclosed, or, please charge my (  ) Visa or (  ) MasterCard   $_________ 

#__________________________________, expiration date_______________ 

Signature__________________________________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Clip & Mail- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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