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Presidentôs Corner  

AFAôs Pitsenbarger Scholarships 

Awarded 

Recently, I had the distinct honor of 

representing the ArkLaTex Chapter 159 at the 

Barksdale AFB Education Officeôs College 

Graduation Ceremony at the Bossier Civic 

Center.  Among the many hundreds of 

graduates, friends and family members were 

four outstanding military members who were 

selected to receive the Air Force Associationôs 

prestigious Pitsenbarger Scholarship Award.  

The $500 Scholarship is presented in the name 

of A1C William H. Pitsenbarger to aspiring 

Airmen on their way up the continuing 

education path of excellence.  Airman 

Pitsenbarger was posthumously awarded the 

Medal of Honor for his heroic and selfless acts 

of bravery as a Pararescue Medic during the 

Vietnam War. 

The four outstanding recipients of the 

Pitsenbarger Award are MSgt William Carey, 

2
nd

 CES; TSgt Phillip Campo, 2
nd

 LRS; TSgt 

Christopher Barnard, 372
nd

 TRS Det. 5; and 

SSgt Danielle Dial, 917
th
 Maintenance 

Squadron.  All four of our recipients are 

planning to use their scholarship to further their 

education.   

Hearty congratulations to each recipient and a 

job well done to the Barksdale AFB Education 

Office for putting on a very positive graduation 

ceremony and for their valued assistance with 

the Pitsenbarger Award process. 

Jack Skaggs 

 

Congressman John Fleming to Speak at  

Quarterly Social  

Our speaker at our quarterly social 

on September 26th will be 

Congressman John Fleming.   

Congressman John C. Fleming., 

M.D., a family physician from 

Minden, LA, was elected to 

Congress in December 2008.  

Fleming represents Louisianaôs 

Fourth Congressional District, 

which covers the parishes of 

Caddo, Bossier, Webster, 

Claiborne, Bienville, DeSoto, Red 

River, Winn, Sabine, Natchitoches, 

Grant, Vernon, Beauregard and 

Allen.  Fleming is focused on 

sound economic policy to grow and 

create jobs, reducing the tax burden 

for all Americans, sensible health care reforms, a sound energy policy 

and representing Northwest Louisiana's traditional values. 

Congressman Fleming currently is serving on two congressional 

committees that are very important to our area.  They are:  Armed 

Services Committee and Natural Resources Committee. 

We are honored to have Congressman Fleming as our speaker.  We urge 

all chapter members, their spouses and friends to come out and have 

dinner with Congressman Fleming and get an update on current issues 

facing the American people.  Other military and civilian dignitaries have 

been invited to attend. 

For more information about Congressman Fleming, please visit his web 

page at:   http://fleming.house.gov/index.html  

The social will be held at the Barksdale Club with cocktails at 1800 and 

dinner at 1900.  We anticipate that we will have a large turnout for this 

occasion and we request you submit your reservation request as soon as 

possible but not later than September 19th.  Details and a Reservation 

Request are printed on the back of this Mission Brief.  

http://fleming.house.gov/index.html


 

2009 AFA State Convention 

Greetings to all and please allow me to take a moment of your time to provide you with an update of what we 

accomplished at our recent Louisiana State Convention.  Once again, the Ark-La-Tex Chapter hosted the event at 

Barksdale AFB and did a magnificent job.  The big news of the meeting was that we welcomed two of the Officers of the 

Major General Oris B. Johnson Chapter 156 from Baton Rouge to help us make our get together a productive and 

successful event.  Tom Normile, Chapter Vice President, and Rodney Breland, Chapter Treasurer, made the trip up to help 

us take care of the Stateôs business. We also had James Lauducci, Vice Chairman of Field Operations, come in to give us 

some very important input as to what the Air Force Association is expecting from the State and its Chapters and where itôs 

headed over the next few years. 

We kicked off a very aggressive agenda at 0900 in the Daedalian room of the Barksdale Club.  Introductions were made, 

guests were welcomed and then we got right down to business.  Our main focus was to get the State and the Chapter 

Organizations aligned with the requirements and vision of the National Organization. Our first big goal was to approve an 

Annual Activity Plan and subsequent Quarterly Activity Plans for the State organization that both Chapters could and 

would support as well as meet the requirements of the National Organization.  We met that goal and came away with a 

working and effective set of plans for the State Organization that are in electronic format and meet the requirements of 

National.  Both the Ark-La-Tex Chapter and the Major General Johnson Chapter pledged to support the plans and meet 

the requirements laid out.  I am happy to report that the Annual Activity plan for the State as well as the reports for the 

first two quarters of 2009 were accepted and approved with all requirements being met at the National level.  My thanks 

goes out to all of the Officers of the Chapters and the State as well as the many participants who made it happen. 

We then turned our attention to the rejuvenation of the Major General Johnson Chapter and what the State could do to 

help them get back into business.  Their major problem is declining membership and the age of the members who 

participate in the organizationôs activities.  We are looking at aggressively recruiting younger members from the ROTC 

arena to come on board and take over some of the workload.  Technology intimidation is another hurdle we are working 

to overcome as all of the reports are now submitted electronically to the national level.  I am working with the Chapters 

President to get all the bugs worked out and getting the reports submitted so that the Chapter will get credit for all of their 

hard work on behalf of AFA. 

Jim Lauducci provided us with some outstanding direction and gave some very positive feedback as to how we are 

proceeding and accomplishing the goals of the Air Force Association.   As the State President, I very much appreciate him 

taking the time and giving up a weekend with his family to help us out. 

To the Officers and Members of the Ark-LA-Tex Chapteréonce again you all Rock!!! Your hospitality to the folks who 

came into town for the Convention was exceptional.  I have heard nothing but gratitude and heartfelt thanks from those 

who traveled to Barksdale AFB.  On a personal note, thank you for helping make the Convention successful at all levels, 

and in my opinion one of the best in recent years.  Till me meet again, stay Safe and Well. 

Paul LaFlame 
AFA Louisiana State President  



JROTC Cadets Attend Leadership School 
More than 300 high school students marched into Hoban Hall 

at Barksdale Air Force Base, La., June 18, 2009, during a 

ñSummer Leadership Schoolò for Junior Reserve Officersô 

Training Corps. Barksdale AFB personnel broke out all 

manners of equipment for demonstrations and briefings for 

the cadets on the capabilities of the U.S. Air Force and 

Barksdale personnel. The eight-day school is designed to 

encourage the cadetôs leadership skills. Each cadet is chosen 

by unit officials after they pass certain criteria. Cadets must 

also maintain a ñCò average in school. Participants came from 

high school units in Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, 

Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas. Most were Air Force JROTC 

units, but there was also one Marine JROTC unit from 

Alexandria Senior High School in attendance. 
From http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil web page.  (U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Jeff Walston) 

 
 

The Air Force stood-up a new major command to oversee all of its 
nuclear forces in an activation ceremony at Barksdale Air Force 
Base, La., Aug. 7.  
 
Air Force Global Strike Command will provide combat ready forces to 
conduct strategic nuclear deterrence and global strike operations in 
support of combatant commanders.  
 
"This week we achieved a major milestone in the activation of Air 
Force Global Strike Command," said Air Force Secretary Michael 
Donley. "The command will bring together our strategic nuclear 
forces under a single commander, and will provide combatant 
commanders with the forces to conduct strategic nuclear deterrence 
and global strike operations through Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missiles, B-2 and B-52 operations."  
 
The creation of Air Force Global Strike Command began last fall with 

the approval of a nuclear roadmap developed by Secretary Donley and Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen. Norton Schwartz. The Air Force 
took a critical look at its nuclear mission after discovering shortcomings in its procedures.  
 
"Our expectation for the command is high, as it focuses on precision, reliability, and compliance on all nuclear matters," said General 
Schwartz. "Lieutenant General Frank Klotz will lead the new command fulfilling his role as the steward of the of the Air Force's 
contribution to America's deterrent posture and, more importantly, lead the Airmen who are the core of the Air Force's nuclear 
enterprise."    
 
Nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate as the AFGSC commander, General Klotz previously served as assistant vice 
chief of staff and director of Air Force staff. In those positions he's had a close view of the Air Force efforts to reinvigorate the Air 
Force's nuclear enterprise.  
 
"The activation of Global Strike Command is part of a broader, comprehensive strategy the Air Force is undertaking to ensure we have 
the proper focus on our critical missions that provide nuclear deterrence and global strike forces for the combatant commander, the joint 
team and our allies," said General Klotz.  
 
The new major command is the latest - and largest - reorganization in the Air Force's ongoing effort to reinvigorate the Air Force nuclear 
enterprise. Late last year the Air Force established a directorate at Headquarters Air Staff (A10) focused solely on the nuclear mission. 
The service also increased the size and scope of operations at the Air Force Nuclear Weapons Center to consolidate all nuclear 
sustainment efforts.  
 
The activation of Global Strike Command is the "next and very important step," said General Klotz, noting that there are still more 
milestones ahead. 
 
For the rest of the story go to:  http://www.8af.acc.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123162795  
(U.S. Air Force graphic) 

 

http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/
http://www.8af.acc.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123162795


The Crew Chief 

The pilot was everyoneôs hero 

He was  brave, he was bold, he was grand 

As he stood by his battered airplane 

With his goggles and helmet in hand. 

 
But for each of these flying heroes 

There were thousands little renowned 

And these the men who worked on the planes 

But kept their feet on the ground. 

 

We all know the name of Lindbergh 

And weôve read of his flight of fame 

But think if you can of his maintenance man 

Can you remember his name? 

 

And think of the wartime heroes 

And the acclaim that they all got 

Can you tell me the names of their crew Chiefs? 

A thousand to one you cannot. 

 

Now pilots are highly trained people 

And wings are not easily won 

But without the work of the maintenance men 

Our pilots would march with a gun. 

 

So when you see a powerful airplane 

As it makes its way through the air, 

Remember the grease-stained man 

With the wrench in his hand 

For heôs the one who put it there. 

 

Author unknown 
This appeared in the July 2009 issue of the 

 8
th
 Air Force News 

__________________________________________ 

New AMC Website Offers Space-

Available Travel Info  

Air Mobility Command recently unveiled its 

first official, command-level AMC Travel 

website. People planning to travel the AMC 

military travel system can now point their 

Web browsers to 

www.amc.af.mil/amctravel/index.asp for the 

latest in AMC travel information. The site, 

which officially went live July 24, offers 

prospective space-available travelers a 

wealth of information, including an updated 

AMC passenger terminal contact list 

(complete with phone, e-mail and Web 

links), and more than a dozen travel 

documents, example letters and brochures 

2
nd

 Bomb Wing Quarterly Awards 
by Ivan L. McKinney 

I was privileged to represent your AFA Chapter 159 at the Barksdale 

AFB quarterly awards gala luncheon, held at the Barksdale Club on 6 

August 2009.  Awards and honors of all kinds were heaped upon the top-

performing company grade officers, senior and junior NCOôs, airmen 

and civilians.  It was evident that competition was fierce, as finalist 

aspirants were identified and announced, then paraded in front of the 

audience of Air Force members and supporting civilians. 

Then, category by category, winners were announced, and they came 

forward to receive almost a barrage of citations, goods, goodies and 

money awards.  All seemed pleased at the wide recognition for their 

dedicated, superior performance.  Colonel Steve Basham, 2
nd

 BW 

Commander, congratulated each winner individually, as well as the 

whole lot of competitors for a ñjob well done.ò 

Your AFA Chapter 159 is grateful for the opportunity to participate in 

honoring the ñbest of the bestò at your local Air Force Base. 

 

Awards winners are (L to R), representative for Beulah Hodge, NAF 3 and 

above; representative for Patrick Worley (NAF 2 and below),  Alford Watts, 

(Volunteer), Joseph Prioette (GS-09 and above), Charles Shipley (GS-08 and 

below), Sr. Airman Jimmy Liechti (Honor Guard), Captain Brian Sporysz 

(Company Grade Officer), SMSgt David Johnson (Sr. NCO), TSgt Christopher 

Fiske (NCO), and A1C Yolanda Jones (Airman). 

_______________________________________________________________ 

New Community Partners 
 
We would like to welcome our newest Community Partners: 

Gateway Tire & Service and Greater Shreveport Chamber of Commerce.   

 

Our thanks to this company and organization for their support of AFA 

Chapter 159. 

http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=744129&h=1586691&r=AFC-20090806122143


 

 

    

We are especially proud of our 

AFA Community Partners 
They support us and we should support them! 

 
 

Leone Shoe Shop - Dick Whittington 

2412 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-221-0723 

Ernest's Orleans Restaurant Ernest Palmisano 

1601 Spring Street 

Shreveport, LA 71101 

318-226-1325 

Woolman Enterprises - Gerry Woolman 

5721 Shoreline Dr. 

Shreveport, LA 71119 

318-635-7689 

Cyber Innovation Center - Craig Spohn 

6220 E. Texas St.  

Bossier City, LA 71111 

866-380-2746 
http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/ 

McVicar and Son Printers - Matthew McVicar 

1226 Shreveport Barksdale Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71105 

318-865-5625 

Roadrunner Car Wash 

2615 Youree Drive 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-861-7660 

 

Starbase Louisiana - Kathy Brandon 

1000 Davis Avenue East 

Barksdale AFB, LA 71110 

318-456-1315 
http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana 

 

OK Cleaners - Ernest Demopulos 

127 E. Kings Highway 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-868-5417 

Chianti's ï Enrico Giacalone 

6535 Line Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71115 

318-868-8866 

John Gibbs Roof Systems - John Gibbs 

P. O. Box 6384 

Bossier City, LA 71111 

318-747-3571 

 

Greater Shreveport Chamber of Commerce 

Jim Babus - jimmabus@shreveportchamber.org  

400 Edwards St., Shreveport, LA 71101 

318-635-7689 

 

Johnsonôs Furniture ï Chris Johnson 

921 West Gate Dr. 

Bossier City, LA 71112 

318-742-1621 

Gateway Tire & Service  

Todd Wright  -  rogerm@dktire.com  

2134 Airline Dr., Bossier City, LA 71111 

318-741-0345 

 

 

 

http://www.cyberinnovationcenter.org/
http://www.917wg.afrc.af.mil/units/starbaselouisiana
mailto:jimmabus@shreveportchamber.org
mailto:rogerm@dktire.com


Reservation Request 
 

AFA Chapter 159 Quarterly Social 
Barksdale Club                                                         

Saturday, September 26, 2009 ï Cocktails 1800, Dinner 1900 
Send (before September 19

th
) to: Dick Kittler, 2522 Spruce Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111 

Email:  kittlerd@bellsouth.net 

 

Your Name: _________________________   Phone #:____________  Guest:__________________ 

 

Menu:  Grilled Ribeye; Roasted New Potatoes; Italian Blend Vegetables; with 

              Pie A La Mode for dessert. 

  

  I have a military ID card for Base entry privileges:  (   )Yes    (   )NO  Important: 
If you checked ñNoò, please enter Barksdale AFB thru the NORTH GATE 

 

Cost per person:  $25.00   

Check for $________ is enclosed, or, please charge my (  ) Visa or (  ) MasterCard    

$___________#__________________________________, expiration date_______________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Clip & Mail- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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